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WRI ROSS PRIZE FOR CITIES 

Terms and Conditions 

The following are the Terms and Conditions issued by the World Resources Institute, 10 

G Street NE, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20002, USA, ("WRI") for the WRI ROSS PRIZE 

FOR CITIES (the "Prize").  By submitting an application to be considered for the Prize, 

an applicant agrees to be bound by these terms and conditions. 

 

Definitions 

 

Project:  

Throughout the course of this document, WRI uses the term “project” to refer to a specific 

activity or programmatically linked set of activities in the city that have contributed to 

transformative change. Programmatic linkages may be by design, for example being part 

of a common, documented strategy; by virtue of common financial support, common 

oversight, or shared implementation teams; or by documented commitment to shared 

goals. A project could refer to a number of types of activities, which fit into a range of 

categories, including social, technological, and/or institutional innovation, training or 

awareness raising activities, policy or regulatory reform, and infrastructure creation or 

modification.  

Applicant: 

The applicant may be a single organization or a group of organizations or a group of 

organizations and individuals with at least one organization among the group. See Part 

2. (Application) and 4. (Eligibility) for further details. A member of the Applicant is each 

individual or organization that is included among the named contributors to the Project.  

Transformative Project:  

Transformation is defined as “a thorough or dramatic change in form or appearance.” A 

transformative project should change the neighborhood and ideally the city in which it is 

implemented. Evidence of transformative projects include, though are not limited to: 

● Institutional legacy, for example, lasting platforms for bringing together diverse 

stakeholders in a cohesive way and establishing a foundation on which to 

collaborate, make decisions and move forward.  

● Spillover effects, or tangible impact beyond the initial project site or focus area, 

affecting other parts of the city or even other cities. 
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● Replication and leverage: By demonstrating a new possibility or overcoming a 

long-standing bottleneck, inspires similar projects and/or prompts new support 

from different stakeholders. 

 

1. The Prize:  There will be one Prize of $250,000 for a project that has contributed 

substantially to transformative change toward a more sustainable city.  Four other projects 

which are designated finalists will be publicly promoted by WRI as transformative, 

innovative steps toward more sustainable cities.  The decisions by the jurors are final and 

not subject to review. 

Three dimensions of transformation will be considered by the jurors, each of which can 

manifest and be measured in various ways:  

● Economic, for which indicators of change include but are not limited to increased 

vitality of surrounding neighborhoods, a change in city revenues, new or different 

jobs – e.g. a move from “sunset” sectors to “new economy” opportunities, 

accelerated investment rates, new or different businesses, or more inclusive labor 

markets.  

● Environmental, for which indicators of change include but are not limited to 

Increased resilience (to flooding, extreme weather, heat islands, for example), 

lower emissions and greater resource efficiency, cleaner air and water, increased 

biodiversity and more green space, climate change mitigation and quality of life.  

● Social, for which indicators of change include but are not limited to improved quality 

of life, health, and education outcomes, new and active networks and coalitions for 

urban improvement, more social cohesion, safer communities, improved 

representation and civic engagement.  

2. (a) Application.  It is the responsibility of the Applicant to provide a fully completed 

application, including a confirmation of its understanding of and agreement to be bound 

by the provisions of these terms and conditions, as well a representation that  

(i) all information submitted at any time, orally or in writing in support of the 

application (the "Submissions") is original, true and correct,   

(ii) all significant contributors to the project have been included in the application, 

and  

(iii) Applicant includes all parties substantially responsible for initiating and implementing 

the project.  If more than one application is received with respect to a project, those 

applying will be requested to combine their applications. Each application shall designate 
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the lead organization/entity Each application shall designate the lead organization/entity 

whom WRI will interact with and which will receive and disburse the monetary award (the 

"lead organization"). 

(b) Review. The Applicant is expected to work collaboratively with the WRI team to supply 

REQUESTED additional information required for vetting semi-finalist and finalist 

applications, including but not limited to documentary verification of eligibility, impacts, 

and collaborating in creating a video and other materials for Jury review. WRI and/or its 

designated media partner will be working with each finalist team to produce materials for 

the Jury in order to ensure a level playing field among finalists in access to 

communications and presentation resources.  

(c) Delivery.  Application shall be made by use of the online form. 

   
(d) Deadlines.  All applications and the initial Submissions in support of such applications 

must be received by WRI on or before 11:59 PM, EDT, June 30, 2018, to be considered 

received and eligible for the Prize. 

3. Prizes Awarded.   

(a) WRI will select five (5) finalists, from which the jurors will choose the winning Applicant.  

The winning project will be announced on April 10, 2019. 

(b) WRI shall publicize the five (5) finalist projects and applicants through the media, 

including the Internet. 

(c) The winning Applicant will receive a cash prize of $250,000, subject to the following 

terms of eligibility: 

i. The winning Applicant must not include any individuals or organizations that are 

noted on the U.S. Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control Specially Designated 

Nationals and Blocked Persons List as on April 10, 2019. It must also not be an 

excluded entity as identified on the U.S. Government System for Award 

Management (SAM.gov) list as on April 10, 2019.  

ii. As a condition of eligibility to be a finalist, the Applicant must provide written 

instructions for the distribution of the $250,000, signed and notarized by an 

authorized representative of each organization or individual included in the 

Applicant. The Applicant must certify that all named contributors to the project shall 

have agreed upon, and that there are no significant contributors to the project that 

are not included in the Applicant or prize consortium. This step must take place 

before the finalist can be confirmed and publicly announced. If the Applicant is 

unable to produce this plan they shall be ineligible to be a finalist. 
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(d) Two representatives of each finalist project, designated by the Applicant, will be invited 

to attend the presentation gala at the expense of WRI. 

(e) WRI will work within all legal restrictions on foreign currency and gifts in the United 

States and in the Applicant’s home country. No commitment made over the course of the 

Prize shall supersede any legal restrictions in the United States, in the home  country or 

countries of the entities and individuals included in the Applicant, or in relevant 

international laws.  

(f) The individuals and organizations included in the Applicant are solely responsible for 

any taxes or levies due on the Prize amount in their home country.   

(g) In the case that no member of the winner is permitted to receive all or a portion of the 

$250,000 prize from a U.S. entity, WRI will seek reasonable and legal alternative means 

of paying the Prize amount or benefits of equivalent value to the winning Applicant.  If 

WRI, in its sole discretion, determines there is no reasonable means of paying the Prize, 

the Applicant may designate an eligible organization that has contributed substantially to 

transformative change as a substitute recipient. 

(h) WRI and the Prize Jury shall have sole and absolute discretion to determine the 

methodology used by WRI and the jurors to render their decisions, declare the winner of 

the competition and award the Prize.  Decisions of WRI and the jurors are final.  

4. Eligibility.   

(a) All types of organizations/entities from the public, private and not-for-profit sectors are 

eligible to apply for the Prize.  Organizations in charge of leading all types of projects and 

initiatives - including built projects, changes in legislation, policies, programs or initiatives 

(other than organizations or projects subject to sanctions) are invited to apply, if the 

projects have led to demonstrable transformative change in a city. 

(b) All organizations and entities included in the Applicant must be in in good legal and 

regulatory standing in the jurisdiction in which the project is located and must not be 

named on the U.S. Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control Specially Designated 

Nationals and Blocked Persons List as on April 10, 2019. Organizations and entities must 

also not be an excluded entity as identified on the U.S. Government System for Award 

Management (SAM.gov) list as on April 10, 2019.    

(c) Applications may be for projects anywhere in the world commenced after January 1, 

1998, which meet the criteria set forth in section 1 above.   

5.  Conflict of Interest:  Every applicant shall notify WRI at the time of the application 

or thereafter when it becomes known to applicant of every relationship or connection it or 

any member of the Applicant has with WRI, any individual employed on a full-time basis 
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by WRI after January 1, 2018 ("WRI affiliate"). If any member of the Applicant has any 

relationship or connection with a WRI affiliate, the WRI affiliate cannot share in the Prize. 

All jurors must notify WRI of any relationship or connection to any of the 5 finalists projects 

or Applicants within a month of the selection of finalists. The juror must then recuse him 

or herself from judging among the finalists. WRI shall, at its sole discretion, identify an 

alternate juror.  

6. Indemnification.  By submission of an application, Applicants automatically agree 

to fully indemnify, defend, and hold WRI and its affiliates, and their respective directors, 

officers, employees, shareholders, partners, and agents, and the advisors and jurors 

(collectively the "WRI parties") harmless from and against any and all claims, losses, 

costs, and expenses (including attorneys' fees) incurred by any WRI party in connection 

with any Submissions, any dispute as to the authority of the applicant to submit the 

application, and any dispute as to the entitlement of an organization/entity to all or any 

part of the $250,000 Prize award. 

6. License.  By submitting an application and Submissions, applicant grants an 

irrevocable, royalty-free, nonexclusive license to WRI to use, disclose or make available 

to others any and all Submissions (other than material marked "Confidential"). Such 

disclosure to be in connection with (a) determination of the winner and four finalists; (b) 

promotion of the Prize; (c) promotion of transformative change toward more sustainable 

cities; and (d) research projects, including published papers/reports and non-commercial 

collaborations with other organizations.  Applicant represents that it has the right to grant 

this license. 

7. Acts.  If, subsequent to the grant of the Prize, the lead organization, participant in 

the winning project or the winning project is accused of corruption or other criminal acts, 

or is brought into public disrepute, WRI shall have the right to withdraw the Prize from 

such project forthwith by notice to the lead organization and thereafter the lead 

organization and other members of the project team may no longer claim to have won the 

Prize.  However, the $250,000 need not be returned.  

8. General.  WRI reserves the right to revise these terms and conditions as it, in its 

sole discretion, deems necessary or desirable.  

9. Other.  These terms and conditions shall be governed and construed in 

accordance with the laws of the District of Columbia, USA.  By accepting these terms and 

conditions, applicants agree that any action or proceeding between WRI and applicant 

for any purpose concerning the Prize or these terms and conditions, or the parties' 

obligations hereunder shall be brought exclusively in a federal or state court of competent 

jurisdiction sitting in the District of Columbia, USA, and applicants consent to the exclusive 

personal jurisdiction of these courts.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of 
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these terms and conditions, will not affect the validity or enforceability of any other 

provision thereof. 

 


